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Abstract
This paper examined hate speech in Ethiopian broadcast media (2020–2022), focusing
on the people of Tigray. The rationale for selecting this period was the heightened

media polarization and intensification of hate speech in Ethiopia. We analyzed hate

speeches delivered by influential individuals, including government officials, religious

leaders, and other elites. We chose to examine these individuals because of their dom-

inant media presence and their considerable influence within the country. Prime

Minister Abiy Ahmed, high-ranking government officials, religious leaders, and other

elites labeled the people of Tigray as “enemies of Ethiopia” a state-led violent cam-

paign. Broadcast media extensively covered hate speeches, as a strategy for declaring

war on Tigray. Religious leaders (from all denominations) spread hate speeches,

including in religious revels, and publicly declared their support for the Ethiopian

National Defense Forces. This study highlights the increasing role of political leaders,

religious leaders, or other elites, and broadcast media in fueling hate speech and vio-

lence in ethno-polarized Ethiopia.
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Introduction
Ethiopia is one of the most ethnically diverse countries in Africa, with a multitude of
ethnicities, customs, and complex historical legacies (Nigussie, 2017). The Ethiopian
population is approximately 128.6 million, out of which the people of Tigray represent
7.2 million (Worldometers, 2024). However, it is challenging to obtain official govern-
ment statistics, because Ethiopia has not conducted a census since 2007. From 1991 to
2018, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) coalition gov-
ernment implemented a federal system based on ethnicity and language. Each regional
state named after an ethnic group, except for the Southern region, referred to as the
Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People’s Region.

The Ethiopian constitution (FDRE, 1995) grants equality to all ethnicities. However,
ethnic tensions have arisen in several regions of the country since 2018, starting in
Oromiya and spreading to the Amhara region. The conflict in the Amhara region tar-
geted the people of Tigray, including forced eviction from Gondar, who had become
targets of hostility in different parts of the country. Despite this, the Abiy adminis-
tration failed to manage violence against civilians and blamed others to instigate and
exacerbate ethnic conflicts that led to widespread anger and polarized views. The
proliferation of ethnic-based broadcasting stations has been hostile among various
ethnic groups (Kiflu et al., 2021).

Hate campaigns begin with us and them framing of collective identities (George,
2021). van Dijk’s (2006, pp. 735–739) categories of ideological analysis emphasize
the representation of “Us” versus “Them” as:

• Actor description: the ways we describe actors are based on our ideologies, for
example, the description of ingroup as positive and out-group as negative.

• Authority: mentioning authorities to support one’s argument.
• Categorization: classifying people into different groups and attributing them

positive or negative characteristics.
• Lexicalization: the expression of lexical items creating an overall ideological

strategy for negative presentation.
• Polarization: categorizing people in and out-group and assigning good attributes

to us and bad attributes to them.
• Victimization: emphasizing the “bad” nature of the out-group by telling horrible

stories about them.

van Dijk’s ideological analysis is highly relevant for analyzing the increased polariza-
tion and hate speech on the people of Tigray, mainly focusing on “categorization” and
“victimization.” This is considered a negative form of propaganda since it promotes “an
ideology that incites prejudice and intolerance against the targets” (Guillén-Nieto,
2023, p. 95). We analyzed traditional state-funded television stations such as the
Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC), Walta, and Amhara TV, as well as pri-
vately funded U.S.-based stations like Ethio 360 Media and Ethiopian Satellite
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Television (ESAT). Studies in various countries, including Rwanda (Fowler, 2008;
Thompson, 2007), the United States (Noriega & Iribarren, 2012), and Canada (Perry
et al., 2017), have demonstrated the impact of traditional media on the spread of
hate speech, targeting specific ethnic groups. It has become increasingly evident that
hate speech against the people of Tigray is institutionalized at the state level mainly
in the political discourse labeling them as “enemies of Ethiopia.” This study examines
hate speeches in Ethiopian broadcast media, focusing on the following questions:

RQ1. To what levels do the Ethiopian broadcast media disseminate hate speech?

RQ2. What are the most used hate speeches in Ethiopian broadcast media?

RQ3. What are the consequences of hate speech in Ethiopia?

We focused on hate speeches in Ethiopian broadcast media (2020–2022). The ratio-
nale for selecting this period was the heightened media polarization and intensification
of hate speech in Ethiopia. It was marked by transitional change aspirations and threat
desperations that were unparalleled in the preceding years (Kiflu et al., 2022). Another
reason is that these channels broadcast in Amharic (the federal government’s working
language), which is accessible to most Ethiopians. We did not include media houses in
Tigray as they did not operate from 2020 to 2022 because of state-led region-wide
information blackouts. In addition, there is no evidence that Tigray focused overseas
media disseminate hate speech against ethnic groups in Ethiopia.

Conceptualizing Hate Speech
Hate speech lacks a universally agreed-upon definition (Carlson, 2021; Guillén-Nieto,
2023; Hietanen & Eddebo, 2023; Paz et al., 2020). It is defined differently in different
contexts. The Ethiopian Hate Speech and Disinformation Prevention and Suppression
Proclamation, for instance, defines hate speech as “speech that deliberately promotes
hatred, discrimination, or attack against a person or a discernible group of identity,
based on ethnicity, religion, race, gender, or disability” (Federal Negarit Gazette,
2020, p. 2).

Carlson (2021) relates hate speech to a structural phenomenon in which those in
power use it to maintain their existing social order through assaults and offensive
imagery. Hate speech involves vilifying an identifiable group to stigmatize its members
and cause harm (George, 2021). Waldron (2012) characterized hate speech as targeting
ascriptive characteristics, such as ethnicity, race, or religion, which should disqualify
someone from being treated as a member of society. Despite these definitions,
Guillén-Nieto’s (2023) definition perfectly captures the focus of this study. Based on
Guillén-Nieto, hate speech refers to

negative forms of conduct intended to publicly incite hatred and violence against groups
identifiable by legally protected characteristics … a type of negative social behaviour, is
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likely to harm the dignity and equality of the target groups, keep them marginalised from
mainstream society and ultimately destroy social cohesion and peace (p. 21).

Hate speech is aimed at targeting others, which Canales (2010) explains as a process
known as “othering.” This occurs when people perceive differences such as race,
religion, and culture as negative aspects. It involves an exclusionary process, leading
to violence and discrimination against certain groups, which are referred to as
“othered” or outgroups (Canales, 2010). Various factors trigger hate speech across dif-
ferent contexts. In Egypt, xenophobic, political, religious, and cultural factors have
been found to contribute to hate speech (Elliot et al., 2016). In Rwanda, the Tutsi
and Hutu ethnic groups were divided into oppressors and oppressed, which ultimately
resulted in a massacre of approximately 800,000 Tutsis by the Hutu majority (Fowler,
2008). In Kenya, the introduction of multiparty politics has been linked to hate speech,
and in South Africa, Apartheid has become a major cause of hate speech (Elliot et al.,
2016). However, in Cyprus, hate speech is related to intercommunal, intergender, and
xenophobic sentiments toward migrants (Dilmaç et al., 2021).

In recent years, hate speech in Ethiopia has been related to the discernment that one
ethnic group has been privileged over the past 27 years of the EPRDF rule, which has
becomeadominantmedia agenda.This divide is fueledbydisagreements over the past, as
ethnicity is associated with power, history, culture, religion, and language issues
(Muluken et al., 2023). Most hate speech-related studies in Ethiopia have focused on
online platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube (European Institute of
Peace, 2021; Gilbert, 2020; Mulugeta, 2019). Although there has been a significant
increase in online hate speeches compared with previous trends, both online and
offline hate speeches are still prevalent in Ethiopia (European Institute of Peace, 2021).
These conversations often involved stereotypes and discrimination, with some ethnic
groups considered the foundation of Ethiopia, while others were labeled as migrants.
While religion-based hate speech remains common in Ethiopia, there has been a signifi-
cant surge in ethnic-based speech (Muluken et al., 2023). This trend has had serious con-
sequences, including ethnic violence, across different regions of the country (Mulugeta,
2019). The political reform in 2018, which saw Abiy Ahmed become the Ethiopian
Prime Minister, has been criticized as merely a leadership change rather than a
genuine reform. Abiy Ahmed was a member of the Oromo People’s Democratic
Organization, one of the four parties in the EPRDF coalition government, and took
office with full support from the EPRDF. In 2019, he established the Prosperity Party
(PP). Abiy Ahmed considers himself the “seventh king of Ethiopia” and has sought
to centralize power. This has further increased polarization, divisions, and violence
within the country and further divisions among the Ethiopian diaspora communities.

Media Polarization in Ethiopia
Over the years, a high level of polarization has characterized the Ethiopian media land-
scape in online and offline contexts. Ethnically affiliated polarization and political
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parallelism prevail in the Ethiopian media (Behailu et al., 2022). Media polarization
results from an unstable political landscape (Kiflu et al., 2021). Ethnically affiliated
and regional state media tend to nurture themselves alongside the ethnic groups they
presume to represent. This has been intensified by political contestations among
regional state government politics ascribed to identity politics (Behailu et al., 2022).
Public broadcasters of intercommunal tensions broadcast conflict-escalating reports,
whereas regional and community broadcasters prefer to remain silent on the outbreak
of intercommunal violence.

Ethiopian media represents high levels of polarization, involving progovernment
and proopposition blocks. Since 2018, media polarization has further increased
by four as it encompassed “ethnic interest” (fulfilling the interest of a specific ethnic
group), and “unionism” (those promoting unity without diversity; Mulatu, 2019,
p. 20). Media houses are often accused of taking sides along political and ethnic
lines, which suggests that ethnicity is becoming an overriding principle in journalism
and is becoming increasingly polarized along ethnic lines. While focusing on ethnic
lines cannot be a problem in itself, promoting hatred and polarized views affects the
peaceful coexistence of people in the country. The media are also being criticized
for exacerbating this polarization (Behailu et al., 2022). Under the current Ethiopian
leadership, the ethnicization of the newsroom, which is largely influenced by external
political factors, is identified as the main challenge facing the media.

In Ethiopian media, historical events are politicized and negatively portrayed,
blaming ethnic groups for causing conflict and insecurity in the country. This has
threatened the inclusiveness and diversity of views across the media. While opponents
argue that polarized and extreme forms of nationalism result from ethnic federalism,
supporters claim that failing to recognize ethnic diversity could jeopardize the peaceful
coexistence of different ethnic groups (Kiflu & Nigussie, 2023).

Method and Materials
Although hate speech is pervasive in various regions of Ethiopia, we have focused on
the people of Tigray. This is because the Abiy administration encouraged hate speech
to classify, categorize, and label the people of Tigray as “enemies of Ethiopia.” The
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), the ruling party in the Tigray region, sup-
ported the federal system and the constitution. Nevertheless, Abiy Ahmed claimed
that the TPLF and the people of Tigray opposed his “political reform” and labeled
them as “antireformists.” His government disseminated hate speech through state
and private television stations. Tigray was further marginalized from the federal
system, including delays in federal budget allocations (Corey-Boulet, 2020; Crisis
Group, 2020) and arbitrary arrests of civilians (Amnesty International, 2021; United
Nations, 2021). However, this was not the case for other ethnic groups.

Individual interviews and critical discourse analysis (CDA) were used to examine
the level and frequency of hate speech in broadcast media against the people of
Tigray. Purposive sampling was used to select the participants. The purposeful
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sampling approach is useful because it allows researchers to select information-rich
cases (Patton, 2002). Information-rich cases are individuals, events, or settings from
which researchers can obtain extensive information on the issues under investigation
(Liamputtong, 2013). In purposive sampling, decisions must be made regarding who
or what is sampled, the type of sampling that should be used, and the number of
people or sites sampled (Creswell, 2013). Individual interviewees, written messages,
and video samples were purposefully selected. Purposive sampling focuses on the char-
acteristics of the population of interest that best answer the proposed research questions
(Rai & Thapa, 2015).

Individual Interviews
Interviews are useful for gathering the thoughts and experiences of individuals regard-
ing hate speech in broadcast media. They are valuable in obtaining information about
an individual’s social world (Gubrium et al., 2012). Interviews provide insights into the
experiences, meanings, and perspectives of participants, often from a unique viewpoint
(Hammarberg et al., 2016). We conducted 15 individual semistructured interviews that
allowed interviewees to express their views freely (Flick, 2002) and generate poten-
tially rich data (Hansen & Machin, 2013). The interviewees were chosen from seven
Ethiopian state universities based on their academic backgrounds in communication
and media studies. These individuals were well suited to provide insights into perva-
sive hate speech against the people of Tigray. Moreover, their perspectives were valu-
able for a broader understanding of how individuals beyond the Tigray population
perceive hate speech directed toward the region. The interviewees represented four
ethnic groups: Tigray, Amhara, Oromo, and Afar. Ten interviews were conducted
face-to-face and five over the phone. The interviews were conducted in both
Tigrigna (a regional working language) and Amharic (a state working language).
Unfortunately, no female participants were available due to security concerns. To
maintain confidentiality, we did not disclose details of the interviewees, including
their names or workplaces.

Critical Discourse Analysis
Critical discourse analysis is a type of discourse analysis that examines how power,
dominance, and inequality are enacted, reproduced, and resisted through text and
speech in social and political contexts (van Dijk, 2003, p. 353). Specifically, CDA
focuses on the transparent structural relations of dominance, discrimination, power,
and control that manifest in language (Wodak, 2001, p. 2). It also considers contextual
situations that help identify discourse qualities and examine the circulation of power,
domination, shared beliefs, attitudes, and ideologies. CDA focuses on aspects such
as emphasis, modes of utterance, arrangements, forms of words, choices of topics
(content or gist of the communicative event), illocutionary acts, intentions, and ways
of arguing (van Dijk, 2001).
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The data for the CDAwere gathered from hate speeches delivered by government offi-
cials, religious leaders, and other elites, which were broadcast on selected media outlets. In
addition, some messages were posted on the Prime Minister’s Facebook page. We col-
lected 35 videos of incendiary remarks made by these individuals between 2020 and
2022. To ensure the authenticity of the videos, we obtained them from the YouTube
pages of selected media outlets that included both public and private broadcasters.

Data Analysis Procedure
Thematic analysis was used to analyze the interview data. Thematic analysis identifies
and interprets ideas in data as themes (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Interview audio clips in
Tigrigna and Amharic were transcribed into English, and responses were coded in a
matrix that contained different categories. Tabulated responses were thematically
ranked from the most frequently mentioned to the least frequently mentioned from ver-
batim interviews with recurring themes. Finally, tabulated interview responses were
carefully analyzed so that sensible meanings emerged from the recurring themes for
the analysis. For the CDA analysis, we focused on the words of the selected individuals
to identify the level of hate speech, commonly used hate speech, and their conse-
quences in Ethiopia.

Data Analysis and Discussion

The Levels of Hate Speech Dissemination in the Ethiopian
Broadcast Media
Since 2018, Ethiopia has been plagued by widespread hate speeches. Muluken et al.
(2023, p.225) examining the Facebook pages of selected Ethiopian television stations
found that an overwhelming 95.98% of messages were offensive, while 3.14% were a
direct incitement to violence, and 0.88% were a call to genocide. The United Nations
Human Rights Council (2020) also reported that 86 people were killed during protests
in October 2019 due to interethnic clashes in the Oromia Regional State. The country
has experienced escalation in hate speech due to different factors. First, ethnicity-driven
politics, false historical narratives of political gains, and power struggles are the main
drivers of hate speech in Ethiopia (Muluken et al., 2023). These historical narratives
have dominated the Ethiopian political landscape, leading to widespread stereotypes
and hate toward the targeted “other.”

Second, the proliferation of information disorders, including fake news, misinforma-
tion, anddisinformation, exacerbated false narratives, thereby increasing the likelihood of
violence and instabilitywithin a nation (European Institute of Peace, 2021;Gilbert, 2020).
This phenomenon highlights the detrimental impact of socialmedia in disseminating hate
speech, which played immense roles in fueling past genocides (Lingaas & Bartoszko,
2023). Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed was at the forefront of spreading hate messages
against the people of Tigray, and Facebook removed his statement, emphasizing that it
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incited violence.1 Some of the hate speeches byAbiyAhmed against the people of Tigray
included “enemies of Ethiopia,” “Junta,” “Daylight hyena,” “cancer,” and “invasive
weed.”

Hate speech from influential figures, such as government officials, religious leaders,
or other elites, contributes to the dynamics of atrocity crimes by identifying and label-
ing a homogenous group (ethnic, religious, etc.) as the “enemy other” (Murer, 2009).
The absence of effective control measures hinders efforts to mitigate the negative
impact of hate speech on society. The lack of regulations for malicious content on
Facebook has been linked to increased violence against civilians (Rapp, 2021). The
lack of hate speech-controlling policies in Ethiopia has exacerbated ongoing or emerg-
ing conflicts and genocidal situations. Abiy Ahmed and high-ranking government offi-
cials have disseminated hate speech through various platforms. An interviewee
designates this as

In Ethiopia, hate speech is deliberate, structural, and top-down. It involves different actors,
including the Prime Minister’s Office, Justice, and Court institutions, who organize and
distribute scripts of hate speeches to the media. One best example is the speech of
Adanech Abebe, a former Supreme Court Executive who labeled the suspects as
‘Tigrigna Tenagariwoch’ (Tigrigna speakers) when Hachalu Hundesa (an Oromo musi-
cian) was assassinated. (Expert Interviewee C, 2023)

The Ethiopian media framed Tigray as an outsider “enemy” that threatens the sov-
ereignty of the country. An interviewee laments this as

…On national media, you watch the prime minister saying, ‘Our national army is attacked
even by Tigrayan priests; our army has sustenance when in the Amhara region.’ This has
created differences and divisions among the people. The media used different personali-
ties, including artists, to target Tigrayans. Following the Prime Minister, Debebe Eshetu
is the best example, pointing against the people of Tigray labeling the people of Tigray
as [daylight hyenas]. (Expert Interviewee J, 2023)

Media institutions are under complete government control in terms of what should
be covered and prioritized. An interviewee describes this as

The authority orders government-affiliated media channels to broadcast controversial pro-
grams that polarize differences targeting ethnic groups at the same prime-time. One
example is the ‘Yefith Seqoqa’ program, broadcast on three national television channels:
EBC, FBC Walta, and other state-controlled television stations. The Authority punishes
media houses that adversary the government and praises media houses that become the
government’s mouthpiece. (Expert Interviewee F, 2023)

The above views highlight deliberate and state-sponsored hate speech in broadcast
media. Third, utilizing “big lies” has been prevalent in Ethiopia (Birhane, 2021;
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Niekerk, 2023). The Abiy government and its supporters labeled the people of Tigray
as enemies, claiming that they threatened the security of the country. One of the biggest
lies was the attack on the “Northern Command,”2 a call to mobilize all Ethiopians for
war on Tigray. Ethio 360 media predominantly covered lies that did not exist on the
ground, including Tigray’s war preparations to attack Ethiopia, and advised Abiy
Ahmed to prepare in advance for a looming war. Another lie came from the minister
of democratization, who denied the presence of Eritrean forces in Tigray.3 The “big
lies” were a concern for the international community, who publicly declared that
Ethiopia should tell the truth to the world.4

Fourth, religious leaders (across all denominations) glorified the Abiy government,
advocating Abiy as a “God-elect” to transform the country. They emphasized that
“Ethiopia was in the dark” under the EPRDF leadership and blamed the people of
Tigray. Religious institutions have publicly supported the war on Tigray and reaffirmed
their status as “ከመከላከያ ጎን እቆማለሁ,” meaning “I stand with the Ethiopian National
Defense Forces,”5 and induced their respective followers to stand with the Abiy gov-
ernment. This violates the Ethiopian constitution (FDRE, 1995), articles (11) and (27)
stipulating the separation of state and religion, the role of religious institutions, and the
freedom of speech vested in them. However, the Abiy government had neither
the readiness nor commitment to alleviate such accounts.

The Ethiopian Constitution prohibits propaganda for war and the public expression
of opinions that undermine human dignity (FDRE, 1995). Nevertheless, hateful rhe-
toric and violence against the people of Tigray has predominately been showcased
on different television shows. This indicates that political regimes frequently disregard
the principle of free speech, and instead employ hate speech for intimidation (Paz et al.,
2020). The Ethiopian media houses disseminated unjustified accusations that Tigray
benefited from the EPRDF leadership, although the facts on the ground reveal differ-
ently. This was to convince Ethiopians to despise the people of Tigray. The majority
of the Amhara elites were pivotal in their support of Abiy Ahmed and disseminating
hate speech against Tigray. Ageghehu Teshager, the former president of the Amhara
regional state, proclaimed on Amhara TV that the people of Tigray are “…enemies
of the people of Ethiopia.”6 This highlights the roles of the Ethiopian media in using
“belligerent and paranoid language depicting Tigrayans as traitors and agents of
foreign powers” (Ibreck & de Waal, 2022, p. 86).

One of the most organized and widespread provocations of ethnic hatred was “Drain
the Sea,”7 broadcasted on the ESAT (August 2016). This was a call to Ethiopians to
attack the people of Tigray in the name of the TPLF, reiterating that 95% of
Ethiopians could quickly annihilate the 5% in Tigray-weaponization of numbers to
declare genocide. The statement urged the Afar and Amhara people in nearby
regions to obstruct the roads that connect Tigray to these regions and the capital,
Addis Ababa, and disrupt the delivery of goods and services. Additionally, Tilahun
Yilma (a professor at the University of California)8 expressed violent language and
referred to the people of Tigray as “Cancer” while also advocating for their complete
eradication as
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After surgery, cancer is additionally treated with radiation and chemicals to eradicate pos-
sible remnant cells; if even one cell endures, it will replicate and destroy the host. Woyane
is like invasive cancer. We must devise a sophisticated program to eradicate each of them,
ensuring that none should survive.

Tilahun used the most toxic language, which was broadcasted on EBC, a state tele-
vision. Similarly, Walta TV labeled the people of Tigray as non-Ethiopian and referred
to them as “Northern Biafras,”9 linking them with the Biafra ethnic group in Nigeria. In
its “Negarit Program,” Amhara TV characterized the people of Tigray as a “criminal
enterprise,” urging the Ethiopian government to criminalize the name “Tigray.”
Andargachew Tsige, a British national and ESAT manager, delivered another inflam-
matory and hateful message, calling on Ethiopian defense forces and Amhara regional
forces to commit genocide against the people of Tigray (EBC, November 29, 2021). He
stated, “You must not hesitate to resort to the most barbaric cruelties when facing them
…You must be merciless; you must act beyond what our [ethnic] Amhara or Ethiopian
cultural values permit.”10 All of these points emphasize that the media coverage of
“othering” vividly illustrates the state’s support for publicizing hatred, a strategy devel-
oped during the Nazis in the 1940s and the Rwanda genocide in 1994. Since then, the
United Nations and other Human Rights Organizations have declared “Never again,” a
promise that remains unfulfilled.

The Commonly Used Hate Speech Terms in the Ethiopian
Broadcast Media
The war on Tigray was politically motivated, but the Abiy government utilized hate
speech as a primary strategy to declare it (Plaut & Vaughan, 2023; UN, 2022). Abiy
Ahmed proclaimed that Ethiopia would progress without the people of Tigray, labeling
them as “enemies of Ethiopia.”

Spreading extreme views and hate speech can result in a substantial risk of mass atroc-
ities. A UN (2022) report indicated that the Abiy government primarily targeted the
people of Tigray using different hate speeches that debase them. This indicates that
hate speech has become a state-authorized tool for terrorizing the people of Tigray,
and Abiy Ahmed was at the facade.11 Interview results showed that Abiy Ahmed used
hate speech as a pretext to launch a genocide against the people of Tigray. He launched
a campaign that labeled the people of Tigray with derogatory terms like “daytime hyenas
that are famished to devour the natives as well as the vegetation, which must be elimi-
nated.” On July 18, 2021, Abiy Ahmed made a public statement referring to the
people of Tigray as “the cancer of Ethiopia.” He stated that the “enemy we confronted
was Ethiopian cancer,” and went on to assert that the “Junta”12 was “the only political
group in history that had used its power to disintegrate its own country.” He warned
that “a known devil is hard to eradicate,” and thus, the “Junta” was clinging on desper-
ately. However, Abiy was confident that unity would enable the removal of the “Junta,”
ensuring that it did not resurface. The campaign “Let us clean our neighborhoods of
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garbage, and the Junta” in Addis Ababa and other regions exemplified this sentiment,
equating the people of Tigray with the garbage that needed to be eliminated.

Yohannes Bualew, a politician from Amhara, also contributed to heightening the
hatred against the people of Tigray. He believed that escalating hatred would lead to
victory on the battlefield. Yohannes Bualew proclaimed, “Our animosity toward
them (the TPLF and the people of Tigray) ought to be ingrained. Hatred is one of
the factors that can lead to victory in warfare.” This hatred aimed to misguide
Ethiopians and motivate them to assault the people of Tigray in any location.
Another poisonous statement from Daniel Kibret, the Social Advisor to Abiy
Ahmed, advocated for the complete extermination of the people of Tigray. Daniel
Kibret suggested three ways to eliminate the people of Tigray. The first entailed “elim-
inating them from physical existence.” His second view emphasized eliminating the
notion of “Woyane” and accentuated that it was unacceptable to denounce oneself or
to be bound by the mention or thought of it as

…the (very) idea of Woyaneness must never exist. Even in a clue … Woyane should be
seen as a monster; we shall teach our children Woyane to be monsters and devils. When
people say ‘Woyane,’ one ought to say, ‘in the name of the Holy Father’ and cross his
arms to curse and scare away the devil….

The third is to erase the people of Tigray from the history of Ethiopia as

…under any circumstances, its history should not continue and have a place in Ethiopian
history. It must not have a history under all circumstances. In the future, when a country
changes, all traces of it that would make it recall must be erased; no trace should be left
behind. … the names of places, institutions it has given, the ones it named, the ones who
make it remembered must be erased … so we may never remember it.

Genocide begins with labeling and concludes with denial. Daniel made an open
statement declaring genocide on the people of Tigray in various forms, including the
erasure of history. The destruction of religious sites, such as churches and mosques,
and the looting or burning of religious manuscripts, manifests such acts, which can
be labeled as “cultural genocide.” The international community condemned the trade
of religious manuscripts from Tigray in eBay. Likewise, Kadir Juhar, the Mayor of
Dire Dawa in eastern Ethiopia, on the EBC claimed that the people of Tigray are
“not created as humans”13 and advocated for their annihilation, asserting that they
should be erased from the surface of the planet. Kadir referenced verses from the
Qur’an to support his claims. Daniel Kibret holds a comparable viewpoint as

…These people (the populace of Tigray and its leaders) and their ilks should not be reit-
erated. Satan was the last of its kind when it vanquished, and it was not reiterated; these
individuals, too, shall be the last of their kind … a realm that yields a weed-like growth
shall not persist … they should be obliterated, even from recollection.
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In line with the views of Kadir Juhar and Daniel Kibret, the Secretary and
Archbishop of the Ethiopian Orthodox Synod from the Amhara Regional State reiter-
ated that the people of Tigray should be baptized with fire.14 He advocated that

…The Ethiopian government has demonstrated great patience toward these individuals;
however, they have ultimately given in … It is crucial, then, that we priests take the nec-
essary steps to baptize them with fire if they refuse to accept cold-water baptism.

The above view denotes the role of the Orthodox Church in the Tigray genocide,
although the Church did not apologize for its involvement. Worku Aytenew, an
Amhara elite suggested incinerating the people of Tigray and made an abnormal
advice involving cannibalism. He said, “Hey, heroes, you should kill them and sacrifice
yourself. Roasting them like a goat, eating them, and offering them will be a fantastic
achievement.”15 Besides to the abovementioned hate speeches, Abiy Ahmed has uti-
lized a variety of tactics, such as starvation, rape, siege, and information blackouts,
as weapons of war, ethnic cleansing, and forced displacement of citizens.
Furthermore, he has diverted food aid for his own use, which has resulted in a signifi-
cant scandal and has caused diplomatic rifts between Ethiopia, USAID, and other
international donors.16

The Consequences of Widespread Hate Speech in Ethiopia
Hate speech threatens the dignity and standing of both individuals and communities,
undermining their self-worth and social status (Waldron, 2012). In Ethiopia, hate
speeches on broadcast media not only dehumanized the people of Tigray but also
sparked a genocidal war. Prior research has documented the harmful effects of the
media in fueling violence, as in the Rwandan genocide (Adeyanju, 2018; Thompson,
2007), ethnic conflicts in Burundi and parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo
(Vollhardt et al., 2007), armed violence in Nigeria and Kenya, and the Balkan wars
(Adeyanju, 2018). Despite the dangers posed by the Ethiopian broadcast media on
Tigray, Ethiopians have overlooked them. One of the primary reasons for this is that
institutions are either weakened or manipulated. This included a legal system that rati-
fied the postponement of the national election due to COVID-19, although the Ethiopian
Ministry of Health endorsed to undertake the national election. The accusation that Abiy
Ahmed was attempting to prolong his stay in power beyond the constitutional deadline
leveled the decision to postpone the election (Davis, 2020; Zecharias, 2020).

Ethiopia introduced the Hate Speech and Disinformation Prevention and
Suppression Proclamation (Federal Negarit Gazette, 2020). However, it is largely
aimed at suppressing dissenting voices and critics. The Ethiopian media functions as
an extension of the government, amplifying Abiy Ahmed’s leadership and portraying
the people of Tigray as opposing his leadership. This highlights the restraints on public
awareness and the ability of democratic institutions and civil society to address emerg-
ing threats (Mesenbet, 2018). Abiy Ahmed has allied with internal and external forces
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to declare a genocidal war on Tigray. External allies comprised the Eritrean forces and
Somali troops who actively participated in the war, and the UAE, Iran, Turkey, Russia,
and China provided technological and financial support (Nigussie & Kiflu, 2024).
Internally, Abiy has encouraged ethnic nationalism to eliminate the people of Tigray
(Touatti, 2023). The “Oromara alliance” between the Oromo and Amhara (the two
largest ethnic groups) in Ethiopia symbolized such calls. This shows that the war
was intended to wipe out the people of Tigray.17 Human Rights organizations empha-
sized similar claims, calling for an independent investigation (Human Rights Watch &
Amnesty International, 2022). The Human Rights Watch (2023) report calls for the
Abiy government to investigate two officials, Col. Demeke Zewdu and Belay
Ayalew, who were previously implicated in the abuse and continued to be involved
in the arbitrary detention, torture, and forced expulsion of civilians, mainly in
Western Tigray. The war on Tigray claimed the lives of more than one million civil-
ians, millions displaced, and others still in concentration centers in different parts of
Ethiopia. Evidence shows targeted killings of Tigrayan men and boys, and more
than 230 sites of mass killing (Annys et al., 2021). Killings were carried out in the
context of a siege, during which the Ethiopian and Eritrean forces deliberately inter-
rupted food and medical supplies and cut off essential services, including banking, tele-
communications, electricity, and trade (UN, 2023). Still, the Irob people in eastern
Tigray and Kunama people in western Tigray are under the Eritrean forces who com-
mitted all forms of crimes, including killing and abducting civilians.

Hate speech led to genocide on the people of Tigray. Likewise, it has had several
consequences in Ethiopia. First, as Antonio Gutierrez (UN, 2022) indicated, the
“social fabric is being ripped apart,” creating mistrust between citizens and the govern-
ment. Most Ethiopians have realized that the country has neither won the war nor diplo-
macy, as the international community demanded a peaceful settlement of the deadliest
war. The Abiy government signed a permanent Cessation of Hostilities (CoH) with the
TPLF in November 2022. However, the suffering of the people of Tigray continues in
different forms, including the deprivation of access to essential services. Equally,
Tigray is not represented in the federal political system, the military, or other major
institutions in the country.

Most of the Amhara elites and Eritrean forces rejected the CoH, future peace
plans, and political dialog with Tigray. The Archbishops and Bishops of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church from 11 dioceses in America and Canada, rejected
the call for a peaceful dialog.18 Second, the war resulted in a significant diplomatic
rift between the Abiy administration and the international community, with the latter
emphasizing that Ethiopia should be held responsible for the atrocities committed
against the people of Tigray. Third, a report by the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SPIRI, 2022) revealed that expenditures for the military cam-
paign amounted to one billion USD, marking an 88% increase in 2022. This is
hefty military spending for a nation that requests budget support from donors and
development partners. The Reporter (2023) indicated that war-related damage
totaled 22 billion USD (20.4% of GDP), whereas economic losses totaled six
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billion USD (5.5% of GDP). Ethiopia faces several crises, including 2.5 billion USD
in federal budget deficits, deferred development projects, hyperinflation, and unem-
ployment rates, leading to food insecurity across different regions. Fourth, war and
insecurity continue in different parts of the country, including the Oromiya,
Amhara, and Benishangul regions.

Conclusion
This paper examined hate speeches in Ethiopian broadcast media (2020–2022), focus-
ing on the hate speeches of government officials, elites, and religious leaders. The cov-
erage of hate speech in Ethiopian media has extensively focused on the speeches of
these individuals that promote “othering” against the people of Tigray, resulting in
the “we” and “they” dichotomy. The most frequently hate speeches against the
people of Tigray included “enemies of Ethiopia,” “Junta,” “Daylight hyena,”
“cancer,” and “invasive weed.” The dominant label assigned to the people of Tigray
was that they are “enemies of Ethiopia” who aimed to dismantle the country. This
led to a war that resulted in genocide, and caused serious consequences for all
Ethiopians, including insecurity, increased polarization, conflicts across regions, and
a nationwide economic crisis. Furthermore, the country faced a diplomatic crisis as
the Abiy government committed genocide but failed to ensure accountability.
Ethiopia must adhere to international laws to prosecute perpetrators. In addition, the
government must tackle hate speech through introducing laws. Although there is no
specific strategy to witness the impact of a state-led hate speech on Tigray, a formal
apology and justice for victims can lead to sustainable outcomes. Rwanda serves as
the best example for Ethiopia to learn about the next chapter following a genocidal
war. Realizing this requires inward-looking and collective effort from various actors,
including political leaders, the media, religious leaders, and civic organizations, to
demonstrate desire, commitment, and civility.

Declaration of Conflicting Interests

The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship,

and/or publication of this article.

Funding

The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or publication of this

article.

ORCID iD

Hagos Nigussie https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7540-0058

14 Journal of Communication Inquiry 0(0)

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7540-0058
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7540-0058


Notes

1. Facebook removes posts from the Ethiopian prime minister as it incites violence. Details

available at: https://www.voanews.com/a/facebook-removes-ethiopian-prime minister-s-

post-for-inciting-violence/6299595.html
2. The attack on the “Northern Command” has been a dominant agenda across the

Ethiopian media. However, evidence has shown that Abiy Ahmed had war preparations

in advance together with the Eritrean dictator Esayas Afewerki. Supporting evidence is

available at:

• Washington Post (Filsan Abdullahi Ahmed-Former Ethiopian Minister of Children,

Women, and Youth). Filsan was in Abiy Ahmed’s cabinet as war on Tigray broke

out. Details available are at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/12/30/

ethiopia-abiy-tigray-war/
• The New York Times (The Noble Peace Prize That Paved the Way for War): Details

available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/15/world/africa/ethiopia-abiy-ahmed-

nobel-war.html
• European Union (Ethiopia at Crossroad: The Role of Eritrea in the Tigray War).

Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/356790836_Ethiopia_at_

Crossroad_the_Role_of_Eritrea_in_the_Tigray_War?channel= doi&linkId= 61ad

c4cfaade5b1bf50b4394&showFulltext= true

3. Zadig Abraha, in his interview with DW’s Conflict Zone, indicated, “Abiy is a man

of peace, and 1001% can assure you that no Eritrean forces are operating in

Tigray.” Available at: https://www.dw.com/en/zadig-abraha-on-conflict-zone/video-

55965391.
4. The European Union reiterated that Ethiopia is providing contradictory and misleading

information to the world and emphasized that it is time for the country to tell the truth.

Details available at: https://euobserver.com/world/151150
5. Religious leaders from all denominations advocated a hate speech against the people of

Tigray and encouraged Ethiopians to join the military. Available at: https://www.

youtube.com/watch?v= spozgYuxfp4
6. Agegnehu Teshager on Amhara TV labeled the people of Tigray as “enemies of all

Ethiopians.” Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= SuFGjRvF0j0
7. ESAT declared the extermination of the people of Tigray, emphasizing that this would

bring “lasting solutions for the problems in Ethiopia.” The rest of the 95% Ethiopians to

exterminate the 5% Tigrayans.
8. Toxic and hateful rhetoric against Tigray comes from the Tilahun Yilma (University

of California). Available at: https://www.facebook.com/TigrayUpdate/videos/a-

university-of-california-davis-professor-tilahun-yilma-says-in-state-televisio/617328979

348092/.
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9. Walta Television associated the public struggle in Tigray with the failed struggle of Biafra

in Nigeria (1967–1970) and labeled Tigray as the “Biafras of northern Ethiopia.” Details
are available at: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v= 1146007802934213

10. Andargachew Tsige opined for merciless actions against the people of Tigray, an open call

for genocide. Details available at: https://www.ethiopiancitizen.com/2021/11/andargachew-

tsige-inspired-ethiopian-forces-but-the-telegraph-perverted-his-words.html
11. Despite his strong allegiance to the Abiy government, journalist Tamrat Negera reiterated

that the Prime Minister was the main source of hate speech and fake news, and that his

cabinet was a hate speech monger.
12. “Junta” was the term Abiy Ahmed used to label TPLF and the people of Tigray.

The Ethiopian media widely publicized it to authorize whatever actions against

Tigray.
13. The Mayor of Dire Dawa City associated the people of Tigray with the devil and echoed

that they should be obliterated from the earth. Available at: https://www.facebook.com/

TigrayUpdate/videos/21st-december-genocide-of-tigrayans-ethiopia-is-ruled-by-insane-

people-on-nation/452340753178680/
14. An Amhara priest of the Orthodox Church emphasized that it was the priests’ responsibility

to baptize the people of Tigray with fire. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
bGRwmnnfCAE&list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g&index= 90

15. Members of the Ethiopian military force and Amhara paramilitary groups burned Tigrayan

alive and discussed cannibalism. Available at: https://www.tghat.com/2022/03/12/ethiopian-

security-forces-burn-tigrayans-alive-talk-about-cannibalism/
16. The Abiy government used deliberate mass starvation in Tigray through “food aid diver-

sion,” exporting it to neighboring countries. Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.

com/world/2023/06/08/ethiopia-usaid-scandal-cutoff-food/
17. Pekka Haavisto, Finland’s Foreign Minister and a European Union special envoy, after his

talks with Abiy Ahmed and his ministers reiterated, “They are going to wipe out the

Tigrayans for 100 years.” Details available at: https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-

africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
18. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Archbishops and Bishops met members of the U.S.

Congress and resisted the U.S. role in the Tigray peace process. Details available at:

https://waltainfo.com/archbishops-of-ethiopian-orthodox-church-in-america-canada-asks-u-

s-govt-to-stop-pressuring-ethiopia/

References

Adeyanju, G. C. (2018). The mass media and violent conflicts in sub-Saharan Africa. Journal of
Liberty and International Affairs, 4(3), 72–87.

Amnesty International (November 2021) Ethiopia: Tigrayans targeted in fresh wave of ethnically
motivated detentions in Addis Ababa. Retrieved from: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/
news/2021/11/ethiopia-tigrayans-targeted-in-fresh-wave-of-ethnically-motivated-detentions-
in-addis-ababa/

16 Journal of Communication Inquiry 0(0)

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1146007802934213
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1146007802934213
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1146007802934213
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1146007802934213
https://www.ethiopiancitizen.com/2021/11/andargachew-tsige-inspired-ethiopian-forces-but-the-telegraph-perverted-his-words.html
https://www.ethiopiancitizen.com/2021/11/andargachew-tsige-inspired-ethiopian-forces-but-the-telegraph-perverted-his-words.html
https://www.ethiopiancitizen.com/2021/11/andargachew-tsige-inspired-ethiopian-forces-but-the-telegraph-perverted-his-words.html
https://www.facebook.com/TigrayUpdate/videos/21st-december-genocide-of-tigrayans-ethiopia-is-ruled-by-insane-people-on-nation/452340753178680/
https://www.facebook.com/TigrayUpdate/videos/21st-december-genocide-of-tigrayans-ethiopia-is-ruled-by-insane-people-on-nation/452340753178680/
https://www.facebook.com/TigrayUpdate/videos/21st-december-genocide-of-tigrayans-ethiopia-is-ruled-by-insane-people-on-nation/452340753178680/
https://www.facebook.com/TigrayUpdate/videos/21st-december-genocide-of-tigrayans-ethiopia-is-ruled-by-insane-people-on-nation/452340753178680/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRwmnnfCAE%26list=UU-N202ImlPZVnhggu0PYo6g%26index=90
https://www.tghat.com/2022/03/12/ethiopian-security-forces-burn-tigrayans-alive-talk-about-cannibalism/
https://www.tghat.com/2022/03/12/ethiopian-security-forces-burn-tigrayans-alive-talk-about-cannibalism/
https://www.tghat.com/2022/03/12/ethiopian-security-forces-burn-tigrayans-alive-talk-about-cannibalism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/06/08/ethiopia-usaid-scandal-cutoff-food/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/06/08/ethiopia-usaid-scandal-cutoff-food/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/06/08/ethiopia-usaid-scandal-cutoff-food/
https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
https://waltainfo.com/archbishops-of-ethiopian-orthodox-church-in-america-canada-asks-u-s-govt-to-stop-pressuring-ethiopia/
https://waltainfo.com/archbishops-of-ethiopian-orthodox-church-in-america-canada-asks-u-s-govt-to-stop-pressuring-ethiopia/
https://waltainfo.com/archbishops-of-ethiopian-orthodox-church-in-america-canada-asks-u-s-govt-to-stop-pressuring-ethiopia/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/ethiopia-tigrayans-targeted-in-fresh-wave-of-ethnically-motivated-detentions-in-addis-ababa/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/ethiopia-tigrayans-targeted-in-fresh-wave-of-ethnically-motivated-detentions-in-addis-ababa/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/ethiopia-tigrayans-targeted-in-fresh-wave-of-ethnically-motivated-detentions-in-addis-ababa/


Annys, S., Vandenbrempt, T., Negash, E., De Sloover, L., & Nyssen, J. (2021). Tigray: Atlas of
the humanitarian situation. Journal of Maps, 1–97. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation.

Behailu, A., Adem, C., & Mulatu, A. (2022). Ethnic orientation over ethical underpinnings:
Emerging trends of the Ethiopian media landscape. Journalism Practice, 17(9), 1919–1936.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.2024083

Birhane, G. M. (2021). The crisis in Tigray: A war covered by fog of lies and the truth behind it.
Tigrai Online. http://www.tigraionline.com/articles/truth-behind-tigrai-war.html.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in
Psychology, 3(2), 77–101. https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa

Canales, M. K. (2010). Othering: Difference understood? A 10-year analysis and critique of the
nursing literature. Advances in Nursing Science, 33(1), 15–34. https://doi.org/10.1097/ANS.
0b013e3181c9e119

Carlson, C. R. (2021). Hate speech. MIT Press.
Corey-Boulet, R. (2020). Ethiopian lawmakers vote to slash funds for Tigray. Available

https://www.barrons.com/news/ethiopian-lawmakers-vote-to-slash-funds-for-tigray-016
02081006.

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five
approaches. Sage.

Crisis Group. (2020). Steering Ethiopia’s Tigray crisis away from conflict. Crisis Group Africa
Briefing. Available at https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b162-steering-
ethiopias-tigray-crisis-away-conflict.

Davis, K. (2020). Ethiopia delays elections: Is COVID a valid excuse? The Africa report. https://
www.theafricareport.com/37721/ethiopia-and-cote-divoire-delay-elections-is-covid-a-valid-
excuse/.

Dilmaç, J. A., Kocadal, Ö, & Tringides, O. (2021). Public discourses of hate speech in Cyprus.
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. https://www.fes.de/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=61609&token=
738ecec3ea93de074b535825bdac5a839475d3a6.

Elliott, C., Chuma, W., Gendi, Y. E., Marko, D., & Patel, A. (2016). Hate speech, key concept
paper. MeCoDEM. http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/117296/.

European Institute of Peace. (2021). Fake news, misinformation and hate speech in Ethiopia: A
vulnerability assessment. https://www.eip.org/new-publication-fake-news-misinformation-
and-hate-speech-in-ethiopia-a-vulnerability-assessment/.

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. (1995). The constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia. Berhanena Selam Printing Enterprise.

Federal Negarit Gazette. (2020). Hate speech and disinformation prevention and suppression
proclamation No.1185/2020. Federal Negarit Gazette, 26th Year, Art 2(2). Addis Ababa:
Berhanena Selam Printing Enterprise.

Flick, U. (2002). An introduction to qualitative research (2nd ed.). Sage.
Fowler, C. (2008). Never again? The failure of the international community and the media

during the Rwanda Genocide [MA Thesis]. Tufts University.
George, C. (2021). Hate propaganda. In H. Tumber, & S. Waisbord (Eds.), The Routledge com-

panion to media disinformation and populism (pp. 80–91). Routledge.

Nigussie et al. 17

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.2024083
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2021.2024083
http://www.tigraionline.com/articles/truth-behind-tigrai-war.html
http://www.tigraionline.com/articles/truth-behind-tigrai-war.html
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa
https://doi.org/10.1097/ANS.0b013e3181c9e119
https://doi.org/10.1097/ANS.0b013e3181c9e119
https://doi.org/10.1097/ANS.0b013e3181c9e119
https://www.barrons.com/news/ethiopian-lawmakers-vote-to-slash-funds-for-tigray-01602081006
https://www.barrons.com/news/ethiopian-lawmakers-vote-to-slash-funds-for-tigray-01602081006
https://www.barrons.com/news/ethiopian-lawmakers-vote-to-slash-funds-for-tigray-01602081006
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b162-steering-ethiopias-tigray-crisis-away-conflict
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b162-steering-ethiopias-tigray-crisis-away-conflict
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b162-steering-ethiopias-tigray-crisis-away-conflict
https://www.theafricareport.com/37721/ethiopia-and-cote-divoire-delay-elections-is-covid-a-valid-excuse/
https://www.theafricareport.com/37721/ethiopia-and-cote-divoire-delay-elections-is-covid-a-valid-excuse/
https://www.theafricareport.com/37721/ethiopia-and-cote-divoire-delay-elections-is-covid-a-valid-excuse/
https://www.theafricareport.com/37721/ethiopia-and-cote-divoire-delay-elections-is-covid-a-valid-excuse/
https://www.fes.de/index.php?eID=dumpFile%26t=f%26f=61609%26token=738ecec3ea93de074b535825bdac5a839475d3a6
https://www.fes.de/index.php?eID=dumpFile%26t=f%26f=61609%26token=738ecec3ea93de074b535825bdac5a839475d3a6
https://www.fes.de/index.php?eID=dumpFile%26t=f%26f=61609%26token=738ecec3ea93de074b535825bdac5a839475d3a6
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/117296/
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/117296/
https://www.eip.org/new-publication-fake-news-misinformation-and-hate-speech-in-ethiopia-a-vulnerability-assessment/
https://www.eip.org/new-publication-fake-news-misinformation-and-hate-speech-in-ethiopia-a-vulnerability-assessment/
https://www.eip.org/new-publication-fake-news-misinformation-and-hate-speech-in-ethiopia-a-vulnerability-assessment/


Gilbert, D. (2020). Hate speech on Facebook is pushing Ethiopia dangerously close to genocide.
https://www.vice.com/en/article/xg897a/hate-speech-on-facebook-is-pushing-ethiopia-
dangerously-close-to-a-genocide.

Gubrium, J. F., Holstein, J. A., Marvasti, A. B., & McKinney, K. D. (2012). The Sage handbook
of interview research: The complexity of the craft (2nd ed.). Sage.

Guillén-Nieto, V. (2023). Hate speech: Linguistic perspectives. De Gruyter.
Hammarberg, K., Kirkman, M., & de Lacey, S. (2016). Qualitative research methods: When to

use them and how to judge them. Human Reproduction, 31(3), 498–501. https://doi.org/10.
1093/humrep/dev334

Hansen, A., & Machin, D. (2013). Media and communication research methods. Palgrave.
Hietanen, M., & Eddebo, J. (2023). Towards a definition of hate speech—with a focus on online

contexts. Journal of Communication Inquiry, 47(4), 440–458. https://doi.org/10.1177/01968
599221124309

Human Rights Watch. (2023). Ethiopia: Ethnic cleansing persists under Tigray truce.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/01/ethiopia-ethnic-cleansing-persists-under-tigray-
truce.

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International. (2022). Ethiopia: “We will erase you from this
land”: Crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing in Ethiopia’s Western Tigray Zone.
Available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr25/5444/2022/en/.

Ibreck, R., & de Waal, A. (2022). Introduction: Situating Ethiopia in genocide debates.
Journal of Genocide Research, 24(1), 83–96. https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2021.
1992920

Kiflu, G., Adem, C., & Nigussie, H. (2021). The challenges of hosting televised deliberations in
Ethiopian media. The International Journal of Press/Politics, 28(1), 184–200. https://doi.org/
10.1177/19401612211020267

Kiflu, G., Adem, C., & Nigussie, H. (2022). Media and the public sphere in Ethiopia: Mediated
deliberations in public and commercial television programs. Journalism, 24(5), 1109–1129.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849211048288

Kiflu, G., & Nigussie, H. (2023). Habermasian ethical discourses in the ethno-polarized Ethiopia.
Journalism Practice, 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2023.2191865

Liamputtong, P. (2013). Qualitative research methods (4th ed.). Oxford University Press.
Lingaas, C., & Bartoszko, A. (2023). Dangerous individuals: Erasing or enhancing genocidal

perpetrators in social media GIFs. Journal of Genocide Research, 1–23. https://doi.org/10.
1080/14623528.2023.2205685

Mesenbet, A. T. (2018). The dangers of hate propaganda and why Ethiopia needs democratic
militancy. Social Science Research Network. doi.10.2139/ssrn.3714171

Mulatu, A. M. (2019). Rapid assessment of Ethiopian media during the transition period. https://
fr.unesco.org/sites/default/files/rapid_assessment_of_ethiopian_media_during_the_transition_
period.pdf.

Mulugeta, A. (2019). Mapping online hate speech among Ethiopians: The case of Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube [MA thesis]. Addis Ababa University

Muluken, A., Mulatu, A., & Biset, A. (2023). Social media hate speech in the walk of Ethiopian
political reform: Analysis of hate speech prevalence, severity, and natures. Information,

18 Journal of Communication Inquiry 0(0)

https://www.vice.com/en/article/xg897a/hate-speech-on-facebook-is-pushing-ethiopia-dangerously-close-to-a-genocide
https://www.vice.com/en/article/xg897a/hate-speech-on-facebook-is-pushing-ethiopia-dangerously-close-to-a-genocide
https://www.vice.com/en/article/xg897a/hate-speech-on-facebook-is-pushing-ethiopia-dangerously-close-to-a-genocide
https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dev334
https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dev334
https://doi.org/10.1093/humrep/dev334
https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599221124309
https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599221124309
https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599221124309
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/01/ethiopia-ethnic-cleansing-persists-under-tigray-truce
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/01/ethiopia-ethnic-cleansing-persists-under-tigray-truce
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/01/ethiopia-ethnic-cleansing-persists-under-tigray-truce
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr25/5444/2022/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr25/5444/2022/en/
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2021.1992920
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2021.1992920
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2021.1992920
https://doi.org/10.1177/19401612211020267
https://doi.org/10.1177/19401612211020267
https://doi.org/10.1177/19401612211020267
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849211048288
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849211048288
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2023.2191865
https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2023.2191865
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2023.2205685
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2023.2205685
https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2023.2205685
http://dx.doi.org/doi.10.2139/ssrn.3714171
https://fr.unesco.org/sites/default/files/rapid_assessment_of_ethiopian_media_during_the_transition_period.pdf
https://fr.unesco.org/sites/default/files/rapid_assessment_of_ethiopian_media_during_the_transition_period.pdf
https://fr.unesco.org/sites/default/files/rapid_assessment_of_ethiopian_media_during_the_transition_period.pdf
https://fr.unesco.org/sites/default/files/rapid_assessment_of_ethiopian_media_during_the_transition_period.pdf


Communication & Society, 26(1), 218–237. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.
1942955

Murer, J. S. (2009). Constructing the enemy-other: Anxiety, trauma and mourning in the narra-
tives of political conflict. Psychoanalysis, Culture & Society, 14(2), 109–130. https://doi.org/
10.1057/pcs.2008.3

Niekerk, P. V. (2023). Ethiopia’s Tigray war and the ‘big lie’ behind the century defining
600000 civilian deaths. Daily Maverick. https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-
02-22-ethiopias-tigray-war-and-the-big-lie-behind-the-century-defining-600000-civilian-
deaths/.

Nigussie, H. (2017). Folk media forms and their potential for food security communication in
eastern Tigray, Ethiopia [Ph.D. diss.]. The University of Queensland.

Nigussie, H., & Kiflu, G. (2024). Framing the war on Tigray: The case of CNN and Al Jazeera.
Journalism, 1–21. https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849241252017

Noriega, C. A., & Iribarren, F. J. (2012). Toward an empirical analysis of hate speech on com-
mercial talk radio. Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy, 25, 69–96.

Patton, M. Q. (2002). Qualitative research and evaluation methods (3rd ed.). Sage.
Paz, M. A., Montero-Díaz, J., & Moreno-Delgado, A. (2020). Hate speech: A systematized

review. Sage Open, 10(4), 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244020973022
Perry, B., Mirrlees, T., & Scrivens, R. (2017). The dangers of porous borders: The “trump effect”

in Canada. Journal of Hate Studies, 14(1), 53–76. https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.124
Plaut, M., & Vaughan, S. (2023). Understanding Ethiopia’s Tigray war. Hurst.
Rai, N., & Thapa, B. (2015). A study on purposive sampling method in research. Kathmandu

School of Law.
Rapp, K. (2021). Social media and genocide: The case for home state responsibility. Journal of

Human Rights, 20(4), 486–502. https://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2021.1947208
The Reporter. (2023). Conflict pushes 3 million deeper into poverty. https://www.thereportere

thiopia.com/34088/.
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. (2022). SIPRI Military Expenditure Database.

https://www.sipri.org/databases/milex.
Thompson, A. (2007). Introduction. In A. Thompson (Ed.), The media and the Rwanda genocide

(pp. 1–11). Pluto Press.
Touatti, C. (2023). The Ethiopian government has encouraged ethnic nationalism to eradicate

Tigrayans. Olhares do Mundo. https://olharesdomundo.wordpress.com/2023/04/28/ethiopian-
government-has-encouraged-ethnic-nationalism-to-eradicate-tigrayans-says-historian-charlotte-
touatti/.

United Nations. (2022). Hostilities in the Tigray region of Ethiopia must end now. https://news.
un.org/en/story/2022/10/1129602.

United Nations Human Rights Council. (2020). Report of the special rapporteur on the promo-
tion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression on his visit to Ethiopia
(A/HRC/44/49/Add.1). www. A_HRC_44_49_Add.1_E.pdf

United Nations Human Rights Council. (2021). Situation of human rights in Eritrea Report of the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea (A/HRC/47/21). https://
daccess-ods.un.org/tmp/5396589.63680267.html.

Nigussie et al. 19

https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1942955
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1942955
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2021.1942955
https://doi.org/10.1057/pcs.2008.3
https://doi.org/10.1057/pcs.2008.3
https://doi.org/10.1057/pcs.2008.3
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-02-22-ethiopias-tigray-war-and-the-big-lie-behind-the-century-defining-600000-civilian-deaths/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-02-22-ethiopias-tigray-war-and-the-big-lie-behind-the-century-defining-600000-civilian-deaths/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-02-22-ethiopias-tigray-war-and-the-big-lie-behind-the-century-defining-600000-civilian-deaths/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-02-22-ethiopias-tigray-war-and-the-big-lie-behind-the-century-defining-600000-civilian-deaths/
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849241252017
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849241252017
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244020973022
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244020973022
https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.124
https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.124
https://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2021.1947208
https://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2021.1947208
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/34088/
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/34088/
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/34088/
https://www.sipri.org/databases/milex
https://www.sipri.org/databases/milex
https://olharesdomundo.wordpress.com/2023/04/28/ethiopian-government-has-encouraged-ethnic-nationalism-to-eradicate-tigrayans-says-historian-charlotte-touatti/
https://olharesdomundo.wordpress.com/2023/04/28/ethiopian-government-has-encouraged-ethnic-nationalism-to-eradicate-tigrayans-says-historian-charlotte-touatti/
https://olharesdomundo.wordpress.com/2023/04/28/ethiopian-government-has-encouraged-ethnic-nationalism-to-eradicate-tigrayans-says-historian-charlotte-touatti/
https://olharesdomundo.wordpress.com/2023/04/28/ethiopian-government-has-encouraged-ethnic-nationalism-to-eradicate-tigrayans-says-historian-charlotte-touatti/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/10/1129602
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/10/1129602
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/10/1129602
https://daccess-ods.un.org/tmp/5396589.63680267.html
https://daccess-ods.un.org/tmp/5396589.63680267.html
https://daccess-ods.un.org/tmp/5396589.63680267.html


United Nations Human Rights Council. (2023). Report of the International Commission of
Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia. UN Human Rights Council (54th session). https://
www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_
AUV.pdf.

Van Dijk, T. A. (2001). Discourse, ideology and context. Folio Linguistica, 25, 11–40.
Van Dijk, T. A. (2003). Critical discourse analysis. In D. Schiffrin, D. Tannen, & H. E. Hamilton

(Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 352–371). Wiley.
Van Dijk, T. A. (2006). Politics, ideology, and discourse. In R. Wodak (Ed.), Encyclopedia of

language & linguistics (2nd ed., pp. 728–740). Universität Pompeu Fabra.
Vollhardt, V., Coutin, M., Staub, E., Weiss, G., & Deflander, J. (2007). Deconstructing hate

speech in the DRC: A psychological media sensitization campaign. Journal of Hate
Studies, 5(15), 15–35. https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.40

Waldron, J. (2012). The harm in hate speech. Harvard University Press.
Wodak, R. (2001). Methods of critical discourse analysis. Sage.
Woldometers. (2024). Ethiopian population. https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/

ethiopia-population/.
Zecharias, Z. (2020). Ethiopia’s decision to delay its election for COVID will have consequences

for its democratic goals. Quartz. https://qz.com/africa/1870457/ethiopias-abiy-election-delay-
infuriates-opposition-on-democracy.

Author Biographies

Hagos Nigussie (PhD) is an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow at the Department of
Media Studies, Paderborn University, Germany. Formerly, he served as an assistant
professor at the Department of Journalism and Communication, Mekelle University,
Ethiopia, actively participating in teaching, research, and leadership roles. He earned
his PhD 2017 in Communication for Development and Media Studies at the
University of Queensland, Australia. He has been published in various international
peer-reviewed journals, including the Journal of Communication Inquiry,
Journalism, International Journal of Press/Politics, Journalism Practice, Frontiers
in Communication, Communication Research and Practice, and Media, War, and
Conflict. His research interests include folk media, media studies, journalism, and com-
munication on development-related topics.

Gebru Kiflu (PhD) works at 104.4 Radio FMMekelle as a General Manager and as an
assistant Professor at the Department of Journalism, Media, and Communication
Mekelle University, Ethiopia. He teaches courses related to Media and Democracy,
Media and Society, and related courses at graduate and undergraduate levels. His
research interests include the media and public spheres, freedom of expression, and
associated research areas. He earned his PhD in Media and Communication in 2021
from the Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia. Gebru has been published in various interna-
tional peer-reviewed journals, including the Journal of Communication Inquiry,
Journalism, the International Journal of Press/Politics, Journalism Studies, and
Media, War, and Conflict.

20 Journal of Communication Inquiry 0(0)

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_AUV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_AUV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_AUV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_AUV.pdf
https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.40
https://doi.org/10.33972/jhs.40
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ethiopia-population/
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ethiopia-population/
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ethiopia-population/
https://qz.com/africa/1870457/ethiopias-abiy-election-delay-infuriates-opposition-on-democracy
https://qz.com/africa/1870457/ethiopias-abiy-election-delay-infuriates-opposition-on-democracy
https://qz.com/africa/1870457/ethiopias-abiy-election-delay-infuriates-opposition-on-democracy


Bereket Desta (MA) is an assistant professor and works at the department of
Journalism and Communication, College of Social Sciences and Languages, Mekelle
University. He teaches different courses related to journalism, communication and
media studies at the graduate and undergraduate levels. In addition, he participates
in research and community engagement programs in Tigray. Besides his academic
position, he has actively participated in different leadership positions. He currently
serves as an assistant to the president of Mekelle University.

Nigussie et al. 21


	 Introduction
	 Conceptualizing Hate Speech
	 Media Polarization in Ethiopia
	 Method and Materials
	 Individual Interviews
	 Critical Discourse Analysis
	 Data Analysis Procedure
	 Data Analysis and Discussion
	 The Levels of Hate Speech Dissemination in the Ethiopian Broadcast Media
	 The Commonly Used Hate Speech Terms in the Ethiopian Broadcast Media
	 The Consequences of Widespread Hate Speech in Ethiopia
	 Conclusion
	 Notes
	 References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 5
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


